}'AZHAhi'N.\'AM AS A REUGIOLS REFORMED

one of his speeches at the Koottampala of Vadakkunnatha Kshetra,
Trichur. One among the audience reported that the place of
samadhi of Vilvamangalam was nearby. Vazhakunnam was very
happy to visit the particular spot at the end of the session, fol-
lowed by all those who had assembled there. The marching of
the people in absolute silence astonished the spectators on either
side of the street.21 The people realised that Vazhakimnam was
a religious reformer not only in theory but also in practice. His
thought and action went always hand in hand and this enhanced
the people's respect for him.

In his early days of life while he had failed in his atlemptb
against poverty he had prayed to the deity at Kodungallur temple,
"Mother, kindly enable me to live in service of humanity or bring
my life to termination. Kindly take the decision within this mandala
period itself.22 Yes he was blessed to serve the humanity through
out his life. He has been a torch bearer to many a wavering mind,
many a spiritual inquirer, many a suffering heart and to many a
disappointed hope-lost soul.

Anjam Madhavan Nambudiri, who later became an ardent
devotee of Lord Krishna, was highly influenced and inspired by
the life and teachings of great devotees like Vazhakunnam
Vasudevan Nambudiri - observes Unnikrishnan Puthur.2'' Ottur
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